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was the first major step in the battle for farm 
worker rights in the U.S., setting the stage for 
the 1975 Agriculture Labor Relations Act, the 
only law in the United States that protects 
farm workers’ rights to unionize. This landmark 
legislation increased pension benefits, heath 
insurance coverage and pay for thousands of 
workers. 

Chavez continued to demonstrate his devo-
tion to nonviolent advocacy of workers’ rights 
until his death in 1993, at the age of 66. In 
1994, President Clinton posthumously award-
ed him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
saying that Chavez had faced ‘‘formidable, 
often violent opposition with dignity and non-
violence’’. The legacy of Chavez’s life’s pur-
suit—his tireless fight for the basic civil rights 
of millions of workers—remains one that we 
must not let slip from the collective conscious-
ness of this body. My home State of Michigan 
has been celebrating Cesar Chavez Day since 
2003, and it is time for the Federal Govern-
ment to follow our example. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
pay tribute to Cesar Chavez on this day, and 
to commemorate his legacy by supporting H. 
Res. 76 to honor a true hero of our Nation. 
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IN HONOR OF ROBERT POWERS 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a man who has dedicated his entire life 
to the betterment of his community and the 
success of his family. 

It is my great pleasure to inform the House 
of Representatives that Mr. Robert ‘‘Elliott’’ 
Powers of Savin Hill, in the Dorchester neigh-
borhood of Massachusetts, is celebrating his 
75th birthday at a surprise celebration with 
friends and family this Saturday, March 31st, 
2007. 

Bob Powers is a lifelong resident of Boston 
who attended Boston public schools, including 
the Edward Everett and Christopher Columbus 
High School. Then, at the age of 17, Bob vol-
unteered to serve his country by enlisting in 
the U.S. Navy during the Korean War. The 
Navy instilled in Bob a lifelong work ethic as 
well as personal pride and integrity. 

As a letter carrier, Bob was a familiar face 
in the South End, Back Bay, and the Pruden-
tial Center where for many years he worked to 
ensure postal customers received their mail in 
a timely and professional manner. For 38 
years, as a member of the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers, Branch No. 43, Bob 
Powers put on his uniform every day to en-
sure that the men, women, families, and busi-
nesses on his route received their mail. Bob 
set an example of hard work and dedication to 
his friends and family that nobly illustrates the 
best of the American work ethic. 

Madam Speaker, Bob Powers has also 
been a man committed to his community and 
has dedicated many hours and much energy 
to various activities within his home parish of 
St. William, including coaching basketball and 
managing the band. For many years Bob led 
St. William’s Band, helping countless numbers 
of young people to find a purpose and direc-
tion in their lives. Through his thousands of 
volunteer hours Bob made sure that each 

young person had an opportunity to grow and 
learn in a safe, enriching, and fun environ-
ment. 

And most importantly, Bob has had the 
enormous pleasure and tremendous good for-
tune to be married to his wife Pat for over 47 
years. Additionally, Bob has been blessed with 
five children: Rosemary, Trish, Kevin, Robert, 
and Caroline, and is the proud and, from what 
I hear, doting grandfather to Tierney, Colm, 
Brendan, Kelli, Erin, and Tara. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the floor of the House today to join with 
Bob’s family and friends to thank him for his 
service to his community and to wish him a 
happy and healthy 75th birthday. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in celebrating the birth-
day of Bob Powers and wishing him well in all 
his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE BICENTENNIAL AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF 
ONTARIO 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today recognition of the bicentennial an-
niversary of the Town of Ontario. Ontario is lo-
cated in the northwest corner of Wayne Coun-
ty, with Lake Ontario forming its northern bor-
der. 

Led by Freeman Hopkins, the town sepa-
rated from the town of Williamson 200 years 
ago, on March 27, 1807. After its separation, 
the town came to be known as Freetown. On 
February 12, 1808, the town officially became 
known as Ontario, in honor of the Great Lake 
on its border. 

Ontario was a major location of the iron in-
dustry in Wayne County. In 1811, iron was 
first discovered in Ontario by a Mr. Knicker-
bocker. A few years later, Samuel Smith built 
a forge and began the making of iron. The 
real boom in iron industry came in 1880 when 
the Furnaceville Iron Company constructed a 
$200,000 furnace. For the next 17 years, On-
tario became a mining town, and the product 
was sold for mill and foundry iron. As competi-
tion from the other parts of the country grew, 
the iron beds in Wayne County became idle 
and the people of the town of Ontario turned 
to another attribute of the region for sustain-
ability. 

Sitting on the shores of Lake Ontario the 
area proved to be the perfect climate for apple 
growing. From the initial apple farms roughly a 
hundred years ago, the apple industry in 
Wayne County has grown to one of the top 
producing apple regions in the country. 

During the Civil War, the people of Ontario 
lived up to their town motto of ‘‘A Community 
of Good Neighbors.’’ No other town in Wayne 
County had as many fearless and brave citi-
zens who served in the Union Army. 

Today, the town of Ontario is home to many 
high-tech industries and alternative energies. 
Ginna Nuclear Power Plant provides clean en-
ergy for the town and the surrounding region 
while wind power investment at Harbec Indus-
tries has spurred economic development. 
Other small businesses in the town boost ac-
colades that include the manufacturing of 
parts for the Hubble telescope and equipment 
for our American troops. 

This once farming community has seen 
many changes from once booming iron pro-
duction. Today Ontario grows and expands its 
industrial base while continuing to be a com-
munity of good, and proud, neighbors. 

On behalf of the people of the 25th Con-
gressional District of New York State, I proudly 
honor the 200 years of existence of the town 
of Ontario. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROBERT L. 
DOMINICK 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the devoted service of Rob-
ert L. Dominick, a resident of Crowley, Lou-
isiana who recently retired after concluding 42 
years of service to the United States govern-
ment. 

Throughout his career, Robert devoted him-
self to public service. After graduating from 
Southern University in 1966 with a degree in 
Vocational Agriculture, Robert was employed 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
as an Assistant County Supervisor. In addition 
to his new career with USDA, Robert also en-
listed in the United States Naval Reserve in 
1966, where he dutifully served for 22 years. 

Having a desire to continue his education, 
Robert enrolled at Louisiana State University 
at Eunice (LSUE), where he received over 30 
hours in Administration and Supervision. 

Robert held various positions with USDA, in-
cluding Assistant County Supervisor, County 
Supervisor, Rural-Economic and Community 
Development Loan Specialist, Lead Single 
Family Housing Specialist, and Guaranteed 
Rural Housing Specialist. 

In addition to his distinguished service to 
our country, Robert also is a devoted member 
of many organizations in his state and local 
community. He is a life member of the South-
ern University Alumni Association, the Peoples 
Investment Company, the County Supervisors 
Association, and the Israelite Baptist Church. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me and the people of Southwest Louisiana in 
wishing Robert Dominick a happy retirement, 
and congratulating him for his invaluable serv-
ice to his state and his country. 
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THOMASVILLE HIGH SCHOOL—THE 
HOME OF CHAMPIONS 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, many towns, 
states, schools, conferences, or leagues try to 
lay claim to be the ‘‘home of champions.’’ But 
really, can anyone make a better case than 
Thomasville High School in Thomasville, North 
Carolina? The fact that the mighty Bulldogs re-
side in the Sixth District of North Carolina 
does nothing to dissuade me that Thomasville 
High School truly deserves to be called the 
home of champions, or perhaps, be renamed 
Title Town High! Allow me the opportunity to 
make the case for Thomasville High School. 
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On March 10, 2007, the Thomasville Bull-

dogs captured the North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association (NCHSAA) 1–A men’s 
basketball championship with an 86–76 win 
over North Edgecombe High School. This win 
was the fifth state basketball championship in 
the last 10 years. On December 9, 2006, 
Thomasville won its seventh state football title 
with a 13–7 victory over James Kenan High 
School in the NCHSSA 1–AA championship 
contest. This was the seventh football crown 
in the school’s history, the third consecutive 
state championship, and the 37th straight win 
dating back to the 2004 season. So, that is 12 
state titles from just two sports, football and 
men’s basketball. Space and time do not per-
mit us to list all of the titles—such as the 
men’s soccer team in 2005 and the women’s 
basketball team in 2004—we could go on and 
on, but for argument’s sake, let’s stipulate that 
Thomasville High School is truly the home of 
champions. Permit me a moment to detail the 
two most recent titles in men’s basketball and 
football. 

In the middle of March Madness, the Thom-
asville men’s basketball team won the 
NCHSSA 1–A championship. Thomasville de-
feated North Edgecombe 86–76 in a game 
that saw nine lead changes and seven ties. 
The win capped a remarkable season for the 
Bulldogs in which they finished 24–2 and were 
perfect following back-to-back losses at a tour-
nament in December. Head Coach Woody 
Huneycutt told the Thomasville Times that the 
title win came against a strong opponent. ‘‘I 
am really proud of this group,’’ Coach 
Huneycutt told his hometown newspaper. 
‘‘They did a heck of a job today. North 
Edgecombe was an extremely quick, physical, 
hustling team. They put everything I thought 
they had on the floor, and I thought our guys 
did the same. Of course, we had to, to be suc-
cessful.’’ And successful they were thanks to 
a complete team effort. 

Congratulations are in order for Coach 
Huneycutt and his assistant Lacardo Means. 
In fact, Coach Huneycutt told the Thomasville 
Times, ‘‘One of the main reasons we are here 
and we do as well as we do year after year 
is Lacardo Means. He is very instrumental to 
us being successful.’’ Both men will be the 
first to tell you that most of the credit goes to 
the players on the court. Those who contrib-
uted to the title run included Donald Sims, 
Justin Moore, Bud Ray, Jeremy McKiver, Alex 
Perry, Zach Perry, E.J. Abrams-Ward, 
Evander Davis, Dominique Pickett, Trey Ray, 
Chris Woods, Michael Byrd, and Ari Foust. 
The team was ably assisted by scorekeeper 
Connie McLendon, statisticians Willie Green, 
Quan Warley and Demajio Lawson, and 
videographers Quiana Mock and Felicia 
McFadden. Several seniors on the basketball 
squad also play football for Thomasville and 
they are leaving high school with five cham-
pionship rings. 

On December 9, 2006, the Bulldogs com-
pleted a perfect 16–0 season with a third con-
secutive NCHSSA 1–AA football champion-
ship. Thomasville defeated James Kenan High 
School 13–7 at aptly-named Kenan Stadium in 
Chapel Hill to cap an incredible run to the 
crown. Head Coach Benjie Brown, who has 
led the Bulldogs to the three straight titles, told 
the High Point Enterprise at the end of the 
game that meeting everyone’s high expecta-
tions does take a toll. ‘‘When you get to this 
point,’’ he told the newspaper, ‘‘it’s so taxing 

and so tiring, it won’t set in for a day or two. 
The emotions and effort that goes into it, the 
length of the season, it’s wearing on players 
and coaches. It’ll take a little while to really sit 
back and enjoy it, but I am happy for those 
kids out there.’’ 

Now that some time has passed, I am sure 
that Coach Brown is very happy and proud of 
the hard work that went into completing the 
quest for the Bulldogs third straight state foot-
ball championship. The perfect season was 
thanks in no small part in Coach Brown and 
his assistant coaches Stan Baranowski, Allen 
Brown, Roger Bryant, Sam Captain, Danny 
Medlin, Matt Pugh, Brandon Staton, Nick 
Sweitzer, Jaz Tate, and Tyler Tobin, along 
with community coaches Vince Brown, Ed 
Courtney, Kemp Harvey, and Don Osborne. 

The entire roster contributed to Thomas-
ville’s latest football triumph. Members of the 
team included: Najee Brown, Jeremy McKiver, 
T.J. Steele, Willie Green, Bradley Watkins, 
E.J. Abrams-Ward, Justin Moore, Chris 
Woods, Quinton Lindsey, Scott Hines, Quan 
Warley, Mose Jones, Rashad Whitaker, Chris 
Webber, Brad Wilkes, Bud Ray, Arsenio Hud-
son, Dujuan Ingram, Lawrence Jackson, 
Heath Stroud, Kirk Yarborough, Martez Wil-
son, Demagio Lawson, Brandon Moss, 
Jaquane Mouzone, Mark Green, Lorenzo Can-
non, Logan Barnes, Jerrell Wilson, Marcus 
Bratton, Courtney Henry, Avery Hudson, Ari 
Foust, Akeim Rainey, Quentin Long, Preston 
Atwood, Tommy Green, Cornelius Davis, Trey 
Ray, Evander Davis, Jameson Donnell, Willie 
Cannon, and Michael Byrd. 

Those who didn’t wear a uniform, but con-
tributed in so many other ways can equally 
share the accolades coming to Thomasville’s 
champions. We congratulate trainers Kenny 
Coker and Byron Lattimore, team doctors 
David Williams and Rob Williams, statistician 
Barry Tucker, film crew members Travis 
Leanord, Wade Loflin, Casey Medlin, and 
Adam Oakley, middle school head coach Eric 
Rader, gym maintenance staffer Bill Moore, 
and team managers Ryan Hanner, Luke Wil-
liams and Antwon Simon. 

Congratulations to Principal Dick Gurley, 
Athletic Director Woody Huneycutt, the faculty, 
staff, students, and families of Thomasville 
High School on another outstanding athletic 
season. 

Madam Speaker, I feel I have made a com-
pelling argument to christen Thomasville High 
School as the ‘‘home of champions.’’ Even if 
others disagree with our assessment, I am 
sure that everyone in the Sixth District of 
North Carolina does agree that the Bulldogs’ 
collection of state championships is mighty im-
pressive. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on matters affecting my 
family from voting on Tuesday, March 27, 
2007. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on the following rollcall votes: 

Rollcall No. 190—Providing for the consider-
ation of H.R. 1401, Rail and Public Transpor-
tation Security Act of 2007. 

Rollcall No. 191—H. Res. 269—Rule pro-
viding for consideration H.R. 835—Hawaiian 
Homeownership Opportunity Act of 2007. 

Rollcall No. 192—H.Res. 270—Rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 1401, Rail and 
Public Transportation Security Act of 2007. 

Rollcall No. 193—H. Res. 299—Supporting 
the goals and ideals of Professional Social 
Work Month and the World Social Work Day. 

Rollcall No. 194—On agreeing to the 
Thompson (MS) amendment to H.R. 1401. 

Rollcall No. 195—On agreeing to the Cohen 
amendment to H.R. 1401. 

Rollcall No. 198—On agreeing to the 
Thompson (MS) amendment to H.R. 1401. 

Rollcall No. 199—On agreeing to the Cohen 
amendment to H.R. 1401. 

Rollcall No. 201—On passage—H.R. 1401. 
Had I been present I would have voted 

‘‘nay’’ on the following rollcall votes: 
Rollcall No. 196—On agreeing to the Ses-

sions amendment to H.R. 1401. 
Rollcall No. 197—On agreeing to the Flake 

amendment to H.R. 1401. 
Rollcall No. 200—On motion to recommit 

with instructions—H.R. 1401. 
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HONORING THE 80TH BIRTHDAY OF 
CÉSAR CHÁVEZ 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, on the 
80th anniversary of his birth, many across our 
Nation will celebrate the life of a pioneer and 
advocate, César Chávez. 

It is my honor to commemorate the man 
who inspired many and offered hope not only 
to his fellow farm workers, but to our entire 
Nation. 

César Chávez was a migrant worker who 
knew firsthand the hardships faced by migrant 
farm workers and their families. Working the 
fields he saw the injustice, the poverty, and 
the poor health conditions that faced these 
families who were working to make America 
the breadbasket of the world. 

César Chávez represented farm workers. 
But the issues he fought for are relevant to all 
Americans: Equal pay and better benefits. Im-
proved education for all of our children. Ex-
panded civil rights for minorities. All working 
Americans today owe a debt of gratitude to 
this outstanding individual. 

His work is far from finished—we should 
continue to fight to see that every child re-
ceives a quality education so they can obtain 
a good job. American workers should have 
health care and safe working conditions and 
the opportunity to make a better life for them-
selves and their families. 

César Chávez served as an example to all 
of us who live in this great country of how im-
portant it is to serve and work for the better-
ment of all. We should be honoring this man 
by commemorating his achievements with a 
César Chávez Day. 

May his legacy continue and live on. Let us 
always remember César Chávez—si se 
puede!’’ 
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